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^PORT 

OP  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

For  the  year 

1971 


Public  Health  Department 
Council  Offices 
Hengoed 

31sto  August  l972o 


Telephone  Hengoed  812241, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
GELLIGAER  URDAi  DISTRICT  COUHCIL 


MrSo  Jenkins  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  public 
Health  in  the  Gelligaer  Urban  District,  and  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  1971» 

The  trend  for  a falling  population  continues.  The  estimated  mid- 
year population  for  1971  was  33,710,  a fall  of  710  compared  with  1970, 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17*8  per  1,000  population,  which  is  above 
the  national  rate  of  16  per  1,000  population.  Thirty  nine  live  births 
were  illegitimate  which  means  that  G^/q  of  all  live  births  in  the  area  were 
illegitima  i>e , compared  vuth  the  national  rate  of  8%<>  The  number  of 
illegitimate  births  depends  on  the  extent  of  extra-marital  sexual 
intercoi^se,  Imovrledge  of  and  use  of  contraceptive  techniques,  and  the 
of  abortion.  Attitudes  of  society  also  affect  the  number. 

There  may  or  may  not  be  pressure  on  the  father  of  an  illegitimate  child 
to  marry  the  pregnant  girlo  The  increasing  independance  of  women, 
better  financial  security,  and  the  lessening  of  the  stigma  of 
illegitimacy  also  affect  the  number  of  immarried  pregnant  girls  who 
marry  before  the  birth  of  the  child o 

The  death  rate  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  stiucture  was  15,9  per  1,000 
population  which  is  much  higher  than  the  national  rate  of  11,7,  Many 
factors  influence  the  death  rate,  including  occupation,  social  status 
of  the  iiAabitants,  inherited  tendencies,  habits  in  eating  and  drinking 
and  smoking,  and  the  availability  and  stand;ord  of  various  t;>'pes  of 
medical  care.  In  young  people  from  the  age  of  lyear  to  34  years  the 
chief  cause  of  death  is  accident.  In  the  ages  from  45  years  to  64  years  the 
chief  cause  of  death  continues  to  be  ischaemic  heart  disease  ( coronary 
Thrombosis)  in  men.  Malignant  neoplasm  is  the  next  important  cause  of 
death  in  these  ages.  Over  the  age  of  65,  bronchitis  becomes  ai  inq)ortant 
cause  of  death,  together  with  ischaemic  heart  disease,  cerebro-vascular 
disease  ( strokes)  and  malignant  neoplasmo 
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Deaths  in  males  exceed  those  in  females  up  to  the  age  of  75  yearSo 
A laxge  proportion  of  females  live  over  the  age  of  75  and  it  is  only 
after  this  age  that  more  feuiales  die  than  males. 

In  the  age  groups  1 year  to  64  years  the  number  of  deaths  in  males  (91 ) 
were  more  than  double  that  in  females  ( 57), 

It  is  a pleasure  to  note  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  ( i.e.  the  number  of  stillbirths  and 
, deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  was 
21  in  1971  compared  with  22  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  and  25 
for  the  County  of  Glamorgan.  The  average  rate  for  I966/I970  was  26 
collared  with  50  for  Glamorgan.  This  rate,  therefore,  continues  low 
which  is  very  pleasing. 

The  early  neo-natal  rate  ( i.e.  deaths  imder  one  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  was  2 compared  with  10  for  England  and  V/ales  and  12  for 
Glamorgan.  These  neo-natal  mortality  rates  appear  very  low  but  when 
numbers  are  small  rates  can  be  misleading.  In  I97O,  the  rates  in 
Gelligaer  were  higher  than  the  national  and  county  rates.  However, 
the  rates  for  I97O  and  1971  if  considered  together  are  still  below 
the  County  and  National  rates. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ( deaths  under  1 years  per  1,000  live  births) 
was  12  compared  with  18  for  England  and  V/ales,  I9  for  Glamorgan j 
the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  I97O  was  29. 

The  care  of  the  aged  has  become  of  great  importance  in  recent  years. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  absolute  numbers  of  elderly  people  in 
the  community  and  in  the  proportion  of  elderly  to  the  young,  and  this 
trend  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  years  ahead.  There  are,  in  this 
area,  many  people  who  are  old,  handicapped,  poor  and  lonely.  The 
Meals  for  the  Aged  Scheme  organised  by  the  Council  continues  to  be  of 
great  value  to  the  elderly,  especially  to  the  many  who  otherwise  would 
have  inadequate  diets.  It  also  provides  a means  of  social  contact 
for  the  elderly.  The  more  active  meet  their  friends  at  the  Luncheon 
Clubs,  and  the  housebound  v/elcome  the  visits  from  our  conscientious 
and  helpful  * meals  girls*. 
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During  197I  the  Council  lias  shown  great  concern  for  the  housing  of 
the  elderly.  The  bungalows  for  the  aged  at  Pontlottyn  have  now  all  been 
occupied  and  plans  are  going  ahead  for  the  building  of  suitable 
acconmodation  for  the  elderly  at  Brithdir  and  Gilfacho 

During  1971 > Glamorgan  County  Council  completed  the  building  of  the 
second  Welfare  Home  in  the  areao  There  is  now  accommodation  for 
37  old  people  in'Brynheulog’  at  Gelligaer,  and  for  37  at  ’TY  Clyd’ 
at  Bargoedo 

We  are  now  in  the  fortunate  position  of  having  no  serious  source 
of  atmospheric  pollution  in  our  areao  Kesults  obtained  by  eijposing  a 
standard  deposit  gauge  at  Bargoed  and  Hengoed  have  given  consistently 
low  readings.  Since  the  closing  of  the  power  house  at  Bargoed  the 
sharp  increase  in  pollution  which  occurred  when  easterly  winds  prevailed 
has  now  disapp eared. 

In  1971  the  Government  published  the  Consultative  Document  on  the 
re-organisation  of  the  Health  Services^  and  it  now  seems  certain  that 
in  1974  we  will  see  the  end  of  the  tripartite  system  and  that  there 
will  be  unification  of  the  Hospital,  Local  Authority,  and  General 
Practitioner  services o 

I wish  to  thank  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Glamorgan 
for  information  on  the  County  ileal th  Services,  and  also  the  Clerk  and 
Housing  Manager  of  this  Authority  for  the  information  they  have 
supplied. 

I also  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  m;:^  colleagues  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  loyalty  and  for  the  efficient  and  enthusiastic  way 
in  which  they  have  worked  during  the  year. 

Finally  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  Members  and 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help,  consideration  and  co-operation 
during  1971© 


Yours  sincerely, 


ELIZABETH  G.  JAMES 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GELLIGAER  IffiPM  DISTPJCT  COUI^CIL 

Chairman  - B.  Harris 

Vice-Chairman  - p,  Jenkins 

HEALTH  Aim  :.0USING  COLIMITTEE 

Chairman  - H,  Andrews 

Vice-Chairman  - K.  G.  Turner 


I-M'IBERS  OF  THE 

Barge ed  Ward 

H,  A,  Andrews 
V/,  H,  Do  Bennet"'. 

E.  E,  Burgess 

\I,  H,  Coleman,  J.  Po 

J.  H,  Jones 

K,  G.  Turner 
A.  li,  Gibson 


Bedlinog  V/ard 

D,  B.  Cooke 

Jo  Vo  Davies 

H.  L.  Roberts,  J<>Po 


Pontlottyn  V/ard 

P.  Hancock 
T,  Jenlcins 
Do  Harris 


GELLIGAER  UP3AH  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Hengoed  Ward 

V/,  Box-zen 
G.  B,  Court 
W,  David 
E.  Evans 
T.  G,  Evans  JoPo 
Ho  V.  EdX'iards 
I-Irso  Oo  Jenkins 


Fochriw  Ward 

Fo  J.  Jenlcins 
V/,  Poyntz 
H.  J.  B.  Rogers 


Tirphil  Ward 

Ro  Dymond 
B,  Harris 
Ho  Price 


CHIEF  OFFICERS  OF  mE  COUNCIL 


C^erk  of  the  Council 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Housing  Manager  - 

Transport  Manager 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector 

District  Public  Health 
Inspector 

District  Public  Health 
Inspector 

Clerical  Staff 

Meals  Organiser 

Rodent/Pest  Officer 

GELLIGAER  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Population 
Total  Acreage 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  1d*rate  - 


D,  W,  C,  Morgan,  Ll.B, 

H,  E.  B,  ilatthews,  A,I*M,T.A. 

W.  T.  Luke,  B.Sc,,  A.M.I.C.E. 

J.  E.  E.  Bird,  A.M.B.I.M.,  A.G.S., 

C.  Sajii)son,  M.C.I.T,,  A.M,  Inst.T.A. 

Elizabeth  G.  James,  B«Sc,,  M.B, , 

B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,M,F,C.H. 
T.  P.  Thomas,  A.R.S.H.,  Cert,  Meat 
Inspector  R.S.H. 

E.  G.  Rawlings,  A.R.S.H.,  Cert.  Meat 

Inspector  R.S.H, 

G.  Walwyn  , D.P.H.I.E.B, 

L.  Chilton 

D,  Bate 
A.  Bate 

COUNCIL 

33,710 

16,772 

£733,248 

£2,878 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
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Population 


53,710 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

TOTAL 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Total 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

601 

309 

292 

Le^jitimate 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

562 

288 

274 

Illegitijmte 

•••  •••  ••• 

39 

21 

18 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Total 

•••  •••  ••• 

12 

6 

6 

Legitimate 

•••  ••• 

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

2 

2 

1948 

• ft  • 

786 

1949 

• • ft 

759 

1950 

ft  ft  ft 

7O8 

1951 

ft  ft  ft 

631 

1952 

ft  ft  ft 

629 

1953 

ft  ft  ft  ? 

664 

1954 

ft  ft  ft 

644 

1955 

ft  ft  ft 

672 

1956 

ft  ft  ft 

649 

1957 

ft  ft  ft 

667 

1958 

ft  ft  ft 

647 

1959 

ft  ft  ft 

648 

i960 

ft  ft  ft 

605 

1961 

ft  ft  ft 

634 

1962 

ft  ft  ft 

688 

1963 

ft  ft  ft 

675 

1964 

ft  ft  ft 

676 

1965 

ft  ft  ft 

690 

1966 

ft  ft  ft 

658 

1967 

ft  ft  ft 

657 

1968 

ft  ft  ft 

616 

1969 

ft  ft  ft 

606 

1970 

ft  ft  ft 

556 

1971 

ft  ft  ft 

601 

Pa£e_2 


^’he  estimated  population  for  1971  continues  to  decline  and  now 
stands  at  33 » 710* 

The  number  of  live  births  has  increased  from  556  in  1970  to  601  in 
1971. 

The  crude  and  local  adjusted  birth  rate  is  17.8  per  1,000 
population  v^hich  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole 
( 16  per  1,000  population) o The  ratio,  of  the  local  adjusted  rate  to 
the  national  rate  is  1o11o 

6fo  of  all  live  births  in  the  area  vrere  illegitimate,  compared  with 
85^  for  England  and  V^les  as  a whole o 


DEATHS 
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In  1971  deaths  numbered  424 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 


237  males,  187  females 

423 
425 

398 

416 

413 

385 

409 

447 

4I8 

424 


There  were  424  deaths  in  the  Urban  Area  durinp”  1Q71  xyTin'nn.  -5  ^ j j 
rate  of  12  6 tiat*  1 nrin  t 4-’  t 6 9/  j giving  3,  crude  death 

1 mn  ^ per  1,000  population,  and  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  I5.9 

per  1,000  population.  These  rates  are  higher  than  the  national  rate 

This  IS  in  common  with  other  industrial  afeas  in  the  S^^ate 

of  the  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1^31 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  at  different  ages 


0-1  years 
1 - 4 years 

5 - 14  years 

15  - 24  years 

25  - 34  years 

35  - 44  years 

43  - 54  years 

55  - 64  years 

^5  - 74  years 

75  years  and  over 


- 7 

- 4 males 

2 

- 1 males 

- 4 

- 5 males 

- 2 

- 2 males 

1 

“ 0 males 

- 7 

- 5 males 

- 28 

- 21  males 

- 84 

- 59  males 

- 133 

- 78  males 

- 156 

“ 64  males 

3 females 
1 females 
1 females 

1 female 

2 females 
7 females 

25  females 
55  females 
92  females 


TOTALS 


424 


237  males  ; 187  females 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSE 

MALES 

PET^IALES  TOTAL 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  disease 

1 

■■I 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  stomach 

6 

2 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  intestines 

8 

8 

16 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus 

13 

4 

17 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  prostate 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uteins 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  larynx 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Buccal  cavity 

1 

— 

1 

Other  lyialignant  Neoplasms 

10 

12 

22 

Diabetes  Hellitis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Endocrine  diseases 

Ml 

2 

2 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

Other  Disorders  of  the  Nervous  System 

5 

4 

7 

Chronic  Eheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

10 

8 

18 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

78 

38 

116 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

11 

18 

Cerebro-Vascular  Disease 

21 

44 

62 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

5 

7 

12 

Pneumonia 

9 

6 

15 

Bronchitis  and  Eti5)hyseraa 

28 

35 

33 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

8 

3 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

1 

4 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

Other  diseases  of  the  Genito-urinary  system 

3 

2 

5 

Congenital  anoinilies 

2 

1 

3 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

2 

3 

5 

I'btor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

1 

4 

DEATHS  III  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS 
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Deaths  in  the  You2i|g;' 


SoidSt  i^porta^t  cause  of  death  .as 

dent.  Of  the  9 deaths,  4 were  caused  by  accident  and  1 by  suicide. 

In  the  age  group  35  to  44  yoars  there  were  TH^aa+Vic  u*l 

Deaths  in  Middle  Age 

In  the  age  group  45  to  54,  there  were  28  deaths.  The  chief  eenc.  or  ^ .-v 

in  this  ^oup  x/as  disease;  of  the  heart  and  circulation  ^14  deatLf 
ilalignant  neoplasm  caused  7 deaths,  2 of  which  were  caused  hv  * 

malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung  and  bronchus. 

In  the  age  group  55  to  64  there  were  84  deaths  The  eh-ior  o, 
rsoteemc  he^t  disease  causing  26  deaths,  and  mlignSt  feoSasm 

Li  the  age  group  1 to  64  years  deaths  in  males  ( 91 ) were  more  fh=,r. 
double  de-.ths  of  females  ( 37),  ^ ^ ^ 

Deaths  over  the  age  of  65  years 

continue  to  exceed  those  in  females,  up  to  the  age  of 
75  ye^So  A.  largo  proportion  of  females  live  over  the  ae-e  of  5 

^d  it  IS  only  after  this  age  that  more  females  die  than  males,  Tlie^ 
chief  cause  at  ages  over  65  is  ischaemic  heart  disease,  causing  80  doathc, 

^--^tis  and  emphys:::"^“ 

vascular  disease  ( stroke)  ^ cerebro- 


CHIjEF  causes  of  DEATIi 
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Iscliaemic  Heart  Disease 


Ischaemic  heart  disease  was  the  chief  cause  of  death  in  193^1 
resulting  in  116  deaths.  Of  these,  50  occurred  in  men  before  the 
retirement  age  of  65  years,  Th.e  cause,  or  causes,  of  this  condition 
have  not  been  determined  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  but  factors 
associated  with  the  conditions  are  heredity,  obesity,  lack  of  physical 
exercise,  and  cigarette  smoking, 

Cerebro-Vascular  Disease 


There  were  62  deaths  from  strokes  during  1971*  Of  'these,  47  were 
in  people  over  the  age  of  65  years o 

I-Ialigx.ant  Neoplasms 

Ilalignant  neoplasm  caused  76  deaths  ih  1971 » the  most  important  of 
which  was  ctincer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  which  caused  17  deaths^ 

15  of  which  were  in  malesc  Cigarette  smoking  is  known  to  be  the  chief 
factor  in  the  causa.tion  of  cancer  of  the  lungs.  Many,  if  not  all, 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  could  have  been  avoided. 

There  were  16  deaths  from  neoplasm  of  the  intestine,  and  8 deaths  from 
neoplasm  of  the  stomach. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Bronchitis  and  empliysema  caused  53  deaths  in  1971*  There  is  a high 
incidence  of  respiratory  disease  in  this  area,  probably  related  to  the 
arduous  and  dusty  conditions  in  which  coal  miners  work.  Other  factors 
related  to  bronchitis  are  cigarette  smoking,  atmospheric  pollution,  and 
probably  an  inherited  susceptibility  to  the  condition. 

Deaths  from  Accident  and  Suicide 


Deaths  resulting  from  accident  continue  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  death 
in  the  young.  Prom  the  age  of  1 year  to  55  years  only  9 deaths  occurred 
in  1971?  and  of  these  4 were  the  result  of  accident.  Altogether,  9 people 
died  in  I97I  as  a result  of  accident,  4 died  from  suicide  and  self- 
inflicted  injuries. 


INPMT  HORTALI'IY 
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AGE  AT  DEATH 

DEATHS  OCCUHRING 
IN  HOSPITAL 

DEATHS  OCCUHRING 
1 AT  HOME 

NO. 

CAUSE 

NO. 

CAUSE 

0 

- 

1 day 

1 

Congenital  Vascular 
Disease 

1 - 

1 

tM 

2 days 

1 

2 

- 

3 days 

? 

- 

4 days 

— 

1 . 

4 

- 

5 days 

- 

1 mm 

? 

- 

6 days 

1 an 

6 

mm 

. 7 days 

1 

- 

2 weeks 

MB 

mm 

2 

~ 

3 weeks 

3 

- 

4 weeks 

1 

Congenital  brain 
condition  | 

- 

i 

1 

1 

- 

2 months 

_ 

mm 

2 

- 

3 months 

1 

Bronchiolitis 

— 

4 months 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 months 

2 

Broncho— nneumonia  ^ 

_ 

6 months 

6 

- 

7 months 

1 

Accident 

7 

-i 

8 months 

8 

— 

9 months 

? 

. 

10  months 

_ 

•a 

10 

mm 

11  months 

aw 

11 

- 

12  months 

- 

TOTAI 

J 

2 



5 

- '13 

IIJFAITT  Airo  PERI-MTAL  MORTALITY 
Peri-Natal  I'fortality 

( Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still-births) 

The  perinatal  rate  vra.s  21  in  I97I  compared  with  22  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a vrhole,  and  25  for  the  Glamorgan  County » 

Peri-natal  mortality  may  be  regarded  as  an  index  of  the  fitness  of  young 
vromen  and  the  quality  of  ante-natal  care,  and  represents  loss  of  infant 
life  due  to  causes  in  pregnancy  and  ciiild  birth.  It  also  represents 
death  due  to  congenital  abnormalities,  the  prevention  of  v^hich  presents 
many  difficultieso 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  Rate 

( deaths  under  1 week  per  1^000  total  live  births) 

The  rate  v^as  2,  compared  with  10  for  England  and  Wales  and  10  for 
Glamorgan  Countyo 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Ideaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

The  rate  was  3 compared  with  12  for  England  and  Males  and  12  for 
Glamorgan  Countyo 

These  neo-natal  mortality  rates  would  appear  to  be  very  low  indeed,  but  the 
numbers  are  so  small  that  these  rates  are  misleadingo  In  I97O  the  rates 
for  Gelligaer  were  higher  than  the  National  and  County  Rate.  A better 
idea  of  the  rate  is  obtained  by  looking  at  the  average  rate  for  I97O  and 
1971  vrhich  gives  an  average  early  neo-natal  rate  of  8 compared  with  10.5 
for  England  and  V/ales  and  1 1 for  Glamorgan.  The  average  heo— natal 
rate  for  these  tv/o  years  was  12o5  compared  with  12  for  England  and  Wales 
and  13o5  for  Glamorgano  These  rates  depend  chiefly  on  deaths 
associated  x^^ith  pregnancy  and  childbirth,  and  on  deaths  due  to 
congenital  abnormal! tieso 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(deaths  under  1 year  per  1.000  live  births) 

This  rate  relates  to  all  infants  x-T’ho  were  born  alive  and  died  by  the 
age  of  1 year.  The  rate  in  Gelligaer  was  12,  compared  with  18  for 
^gland  and  V/ales,  and  I9  for  Glamorgan.  There  were  7 such  deaths  and  of 
these  2 occurred  before  the  age  of  1 month  - both  being  due  to  congenital 
abnormalities.  5 deaths  occurred  between  one  month  and  one  year.  4 of 
these  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases,  and  one  was 
due  to  accidental  asphyxiao  The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for 

1970  and  1971  x^^aG  20.5  for  Gelligaer,  compared  with  18  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  20  for  Glamorgan 
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_PR£VEI'ITION  Al^m  COUTROL  OP  liJPECTIQUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
NOTIPICATION  OF  IIJPECTIOUS  DISEASES  - AGES  DISTRIBUTION 


*■■■  ■ ■■  ■ 

j 

DISEASE 

' Total 

0- 

1 

1- 

2 

2- 

3 

3- 

4 

4- 

5 

5- 

15 

15- 

25 

25- 

45 

45- 

65 

65- 

75 

75  + 

Measles 

67 

12 

6 

11 

8 

11 

18 

1 

Dysentery 

28 

2 

2 

mm 

4 

3 

6 

9 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Infec*Hepatitis 

24 

1 

1 

1 

12 

3 

5 

1 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough© 

7 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  in  1971  was  one  of  the  lov/'est 
recorded  over  the  past  10  yearso  It  is  terr^jting  to  relate  this  low  figure 
to  the  success  of  the  immunisation  programme  against  Measles,  but  notifications 
have  been  low  in  previous  years  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  show  that  the 
number  of  notifications  remain  low  over  a few  yesirs  before  success  of 
immunisation  can  be  claimed.  If  an  acceptance  rate  for  immunisation  of  about 
90To  of  children  from  1 to  15  years  could  be  acheived  it  is  possible  that 
Measles  could  be  eliiidnated  from  the  areao  The  mild  symptoms  v;hich  occur 
after  Measles  immunisation  bear  no  comparison  with  the  neurological  and 
respiratory  complications  which  may  result  from  natural  Measles© 

There  is  cause  for  satisfaction  t in  the  lower  number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  and  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  vaccination  programme  in 
infancy© 

Ib^senteiy 

Cases  of  I^sentery  continue  to  be  notified©  To  eliminate  this 
condition  a strict  code  of  hygiene  is  essential  in  all  catering 
establishments,  and  in  all  places  where  a number  of  people,  especially 
young  children  or  the  aged,  congregate©  This  applies  especially  to 
Infants’  Schools  and  residential  homes  for  the  aged© 


Cholera 


During  the  autumn  of  I97O  the  pandemic  of  Cholera  started  to  move 
westward  from  the  East,  and  by  April  I97I  had  been  reported  in  44  countries 
in  Africa,  Asia  and  Europe©  Cases  occurred  in  Spain  in  the  summer  of  I97I 
and  tv/o  visitors  from  this  country  developed  the  disease©  In  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  this  infection  in  this  country.  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  were  informed  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  holiday 
makers  returning  from  the  Spanish  provinces  where  cases  had  occurred© 

32  persons  returned  from  the  affected  areas  of  Spain  to  this  area,  and  were 
kept  under  surveillance  and  given  all  necessary  tests©  No  case  of 
Cholera  was  discovered  in  this  area© 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE  GROUPS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

PUM 

NARY 

NON-PULHONARY 

PUmONARY 

NON-PUUONARY 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 4 years 

mm 

Mi 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 9 years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

10 

- 14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

•m 

15 

- 19  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

20 

- 24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 34  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

55 

- 44  years 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

45 

- 54  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

m. 

55 

- 64  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

65 

- 69  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

69 

years  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

2 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 II 
II 
II 
II 
II 

1 

- 

ir 

II 

11  1 
u 

II 

II 

!l 

- 

- 

year  incideuce  deaths 


1962 

15 

mm 

1963 

mm 

18 

1964 

- 

15 

1965 

— 

18 

1966 

— 

10 

1967 

3 

1963 

— 

7 

1969 

- 

8 

1970 

- 

12 

1971 

tm 

7 

9 

5 

1 

4 
0 

5 
5 
3 
5 
0 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  incidence  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  low,  and  no  deaths 
from  this  condition  occured  in  this  area  in  1971 • 

The  mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  Service  has  been  discontinued 
because  of  the  few  cases  discovered  by  this  method  of  investigationo 
The  Chest  Radiography'  service  for  general  practitioners,  of  course, 
still  continues o 

V/hile  there  are  still  some  cases  of  Tuberculosis  occurring  there  is 
no  room  for  complacency  or  for  slackness  in  the  follow-up  of  contacts 
of  cases,  and  there  is  no  lessening  of  the  value  of  B«  Co  Go  vaccination 
for  very  young  peopleo 


VACCmTIOIT  AUD  IM'HJNISATIQIT 
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TYPE 

YEi 

m OF  B 

ERTH 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

others 
under  16 

Total 

Triple  antigen  I 

3 

252 

94 

14 

4 

5 

373 

Diph/tetanus 

- 

6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

13 

Diph/p er tu s s i s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

16 

21 

Pertussis 

•• 

■■ 

•M 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Other  Vaccination  and  IimTiunisation  figures 
_( total  for  the  Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer  Areas) 

-SyP.^ — Total  numbers 


Sabin 

- 

1077 

Booster  Sabin 

- 

746 

Measles 

- 

464 

Rubella 

- 

951 

B.  C.  G. 

- 

8I9 

Page  18 


VACCIMTION  AND  II#IUNISATIQN 

Prevention  of  illneos  and  death  by  means  of  prophylactic 
immunisation  and  vaccination  has  made  great  strides  in  the  past 
25  years o 


has  almost  disappeared  in  this  country  and  only  very 
small  localised  outbreaks  occur. 

Poliomyelitis  has  become  a rare  illness  since  the  introduction 
of  prophylactic  vaccines,  and  whooping  cough  is  now  an  unusual  illness 
of  childhood o 

Bo  C*  G,  vaccination  againt  tuberculosis  has  helped  in  the  great 
saving  of  ill-health  and  death  due  to  this  scourge  of  the  past. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  , measles  will  become  a rare 
illness,  and  that  congenital  defects  due  to  maternal  rubella  ( German 
Measles)  will  disappear. 

Bluing  1971>  the  Government  changed  its  policy  on  Smallpox 
vaccination©  Routine  vaccination  of  ini'ants  and  young  children  has 
been  abandoned,  but  vaccination  for  health  staff,  the  Armed  Forces, 
^^S-Vellers  visiting  countries  where  Smallpox  still  occurs  is 
still  a very  important  procedure. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  discontinuing  routine  vaccination  has  been 
the  success  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  Smallpox  Eradication 
ocheme  5n  countries  where  Smallpox  had  been  endemic© 

When  illnesses  become  rare,  complacency  about  immunisation 
and  vaccination  sets  in,  but  it  is  still  necessary  to  maintain  a 
high  level  of  protection  against  these  illnesses  in  the  community 
in  order  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  widespread  outbreaks. 
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HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied  in  197 1 — 47 

Number  of  houses  under  course  of  erection  _ nil 

Number  completed  and  occupied  since  1918  - 2981 

( less  140  bungalows  since  demolished) 

Number  of  applicants  on  Council’s  Housing  list 

at  5I0  12o  71  - 873 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  I97I  . 24O 

These  consisted  of 

Families  rehoused  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  — 9 

Families  rehoused  from  Caeglas>  Fochriw  — 29 

Families  rehoused  as  result  of  slum  clearance  - 3 

Old  Age  Pensioners  rehoused  „ 

Key  workers  rehoused  _ 

At  St,  Gwladys’  Court  « ^ 

As  a result  of  foreclosures  « 2 

As  a result  of  fires  ^ ^ 

As  general  needs  ^ -|g2 


CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


Page  20 


Services  for  the  Elderly 
organised  by  Gelli^aer  Courxcil 


Meals  for  the  Aged 

Dicing  1971  there  were  82,086  meals  sjipplied  to  the  aged  and 
handicapped.  Of  these  4^,915  were  delivered  to  the  recipients  at  their 
own  homes,  and  55 >171  were  consumed  at  Meals  Centres 0 

Two  new  centres  were  set  up  during  the  year,  one  at  Cascade  and  one  at 
Troedrhiwfuwch,  and  both  are  flourishingo  There  are  now  16  meals 
centres  in  the  villages  of  our  district©  These  centres  are  all  staffed  by 
volimteers  ^d  great  credit  is  due  to  these  people  without  whom  this  part 
of  the  service  would  fail©  Pensioners,  wherever  possible,  are  encouraged 
to  take  their  meals  at  the  centres  so  that  they  can  benefit  from  a short 
walk  and  the  companionship  that  is  found  there© 

Housing 

During  the  year  the  bungalows  built  for  the  aged  at  Pontlottyn  have  been 
completed  and  occupied,  and  plans  are  going  ahead  for  the  building  of 
suitable  accommodation  at  Brithdir  and  Gilfach  for  the  elderly.  During 
the  year,  too,  many  other  pensioners  have  been  rehoused  in  suitable  ground 
floor  flats  and  bungalows  and  at  the  supervised  accommodation  at 
St.  Gwladys*  Court. 

_Services  organised  by  Glamorgan  County  Council 
Chiropody 

In  the  Health  Division  of  Gelligaer  and  Caei^hilly  I525  persons  over  65 
were  treated,  as  were  50  handicapped  persons,  and  8 expectant  mothers© 

6560  treatments  were  carried  out  at  clinics  and  at  persons  own 

homes© 

Night  Sitter-in  SezTvice 

34  cases  received  this  service  during  the  year^  giving  a total  of 
1589  hours  worked© 

Medical  Comforts 

13  issues  were  made  by  Home  Nurses,  and  37 1 issues  made  from  stock© 

The  main  request  was  for  wheelchairs  ( 57  issued) , urinajLs  ( 47  issued) 
bedrests  ( 84  issued)  and  bedpans  ( 67  issued)© 


ATl>IQSPIISRIC  POLLTITinTT 
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MOLITH 


THE  MlPORIUI-I,BARGOED  COUNCIL 


RAIIJEALL 
(IN  INCHES) 

January 

- 

6 . 78 

- 

February 

- 

2 . 06 

- 

March 

- 

no  reading 

- 

April 

- 

1 . 55 

- 

I'fe.y 

- 

3 . 52 

- 

June 

- 

4 o 65 

- 

July 

- 

1 . 94 

- 

August 

- 

5 0 08 

- 

September 

- 

1 0 26 

- 

October 

- 

4 0 87 

- 

November 

- 

3 0 60 

- 

December 

— 

2 0 73 

«• 

SOLIDS  RAIIIPALL  SOLIDS 

( TONS  PER  SQ, 


tllLE)  

14.  19 

- 

7 0 65 

- 

16  . 17 

7 0 56 

- 

2 . 15 

- 

8 0 37 

- 

3 0 06 

- 

3Q  . 38 

6 0 60 

- 

2 0 07 

- 

7 0 86 

9 0 24 

- 

3 0 10 

- 

9 0 90 

7 0 25 

- 

4 0 00 

- 

9 0 96 

6 . 40 

- 

2 0 92 

- 

5 0 76 

5 0 70 

- 

5 0 24 

- 

5 0 70 

8 0 12 

- 

1 0 00 

- 

4 0 06 

C\J 

• 

(M 

- 

4 0 92 

- 

9 0 18 

CO 

• 

- 

3 0 24 

- 

4 0 44 

8 . 70 

- 

2 0 59 

i. 

6 0 90 

The  above  rates,  obtained  by  exjiosing  a standard  deposit  gauge  at  Bargoed 
and  Hengoed,  have  been  consistently  lowo  Since  the  closing  of  the  Power 
House  at  Bargoed  the  sharp  increases  in  pollution  which  occurred  when 
easterly  winds  prevailed  have  disappearedo 
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I-IEDICAL  EXAIUMTION  OF  COUITCIL  EliPLQYEES 

Duxing  1971  medical  examinations  carried  out  for  the  Council 
numbered  109o  These  included 

(a)  - examination  of  new  employees, 

(b)  - examination  of  those  who,  because  of  ill-health,  are  engaged  in  a 

ten5)orary  capacityo 

(c)  7 examination  of  employees  on  return  to  work  to  ascertain  their 

fitness  to  carry  out  their  duties  satisfactorily.  These  examinations 
were  of  special  importance  for  members  of  the  kitchen  staff,  and 
drivers  of  buses  or  heay>'-  goods  vehicles, 

(d)  - requests  from  heads  of  departments  to  investigate  prolonged  or 

repeated  absence  from  work  especially  where  the  integrity  of  the 
employee  is  in  doubt, 

(e)  - routine  examination  of  all  bus  drivers  , 

(f)  - examination  of  employees  in  their  application  for  licences  to  drive 

a Public  Service  Vehicle  or  Hea.vy  Good  Vehicle, 


— oOo— — 


fUiriLTn  ZDUCATIOII 


Paffc  2^ 


Saioty  in  the  Homo 


The  Commi  oteo  on  Homo  has  mot  j*e^ila7?.l,y  ^ and  a gxeat  d.eai  of 

ao-):ivity  lias  gone  on  or  is  going  ahead  in  an  e.LTor!--  to  cut  dom  the  large 
number  of  aco.i.dents  that  occ.ir  each  .year  in  the 


Home  a 


Fire  Prevention  Campaign 

In  ilarch  197"!  the  mobile  Fire  Safety  Exhibition  of  the  Glamorgan  Fire 
Service  visited  Bargoed,  Trelowis,  Gelligaer,  Ystrad  %nach,  Tirphil, 

Pontlottyn,  Fochriv;  and  Pengam.  The  schoolchildren  in  these  places  irere 
shorn  the  exhibition  and  were  given  excellent  talks  and  films  by  the 
Glamorgan  Firemen  at  the  schools©  Mothers  attending  clinics ^ and  pensioners 
were  especially  encomraged  to  attend.  Talks  and  films  were  also  gnhren  at 
Pensioners’  Meeting©  The  campaign  was  very  successful© 

"Don’t  Hoard  Medicines'*  Campaign 

During  May  1971  the  Gelligaer  Council  co-operated  with  other  authorities 
in  Glamorgan  in  a campaign  organised  to  discourage  the  public  from  hoarding 
unv/anted  medicines.  An  intensive  publicity  cangiaign  was  organised  and  great 
amounts  of  unwanted  tablets  and  medicines  were  collected  at  chemists'  shops. 
Accidental  poisoning  accounts  for  many  deaths  each  year,  especially  in  the  young 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  campaign  brought  home  to  the  public  the  dangers  of 
keeping  unv/anted  tablets  and  medicines  about  the  house© 

Accidental  Svpotheimiia 

Ikirin^  the  winter  of  19/1  ~ 72  with  the  miners’  strike  and  coal  shortages, 
leaflets  were  distributed  advising  the  elderly  of  the  importance  of  a good 
diet,  suitable  clothing,  and  adequate  heating  in  preventing  the  onset  of  this 
serious  condition©  Hea,lth  Visitors^  Home  Nurses,  and  those  delivering  meals  to 
the  aged  vrere  asked  to  watch  for  this  possibility  in  the  housebound  and  feeble 
olh  people  who  live  alone©  i/eighbours  were  also  asked  to  keep  a check  on  the 
elderly  living  near  them© 


Anti-Smoking  Publicity 

Efforts  to  prevent  cigarette  smoking  continue  at  all  times  with  advice  to  the 
young,  and  those  not  so  young,  by  distribution  of  anti-smoking  posters  and 
leaflets  to  schools,  youth  clubs,  community  hall,  and  places  of  work© 

Clean  Catering 

Education  of  those  who  handle  food  in  shops  and  catering  establishments 
continues  daily  with  advice  on  all  aspects  of  preparation,  serving  and  storage 
of  food,  cleaning  of  premises,  surfaces  and  equipment,  and  on  the  control 
of  rodents,  flies  and  other  insects©  Personal  hygiene  is  also  emphasised 
in  order  to  minimise  risk  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning©  Printed  codes  of 
practice  are  also  distributed© 
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REPORT  OP  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I97I 


I present  my  report  upon  the  day-to-day  routine  work  of  the 
Public  Department  for  the  year  1971* 

During  the  year  much  public  concern,  and  a vast  amount  of  public 
awareness  which  ultimately  assumed  national  proportions,  was  espressed 
on  the  question  of  pollution  of  the  environment,  so  much  so  that 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Government  itself  was  provoked  into 
taking  immediate  positive  action  on  the  matter.  Most  local 
authorities  were  very  early  alerted  on  the  question,  and  the  campaign 
against  general  despoliation  of  the  environment  was  further  greatly 
intensified  by  the  discovery  of  large  quantities  of  poisonous  waste 
materials  found  dumped  on  Council  refuse  tips  and  waste  land  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Gelligaer,  fortunately,  escaped  this  type  of 
pollution  and  no  poisonous  deposits  were  discovered  in  any  part  of 
the  Urban  Area, 

It  can  be  stated,  too,  that  with  the  decline  of  the  coal  industry 
and  the  closure  of  collieries  and  coal  washing  plants  which  formerly 
operated  in  the  district^,  the  Rhyraney  river  and  its  many  tributaries  now 
convey  much  less  coal  dust  and  slurry  to  the  Bristol  Channel  than  formerly., 
This  does  not  say  that  fouling  of  the  river  does  not  still  take  place, 
and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  yet  before  the  Rhymney  river  will 
attract  local  anglers  for  a day's  sport  owing  to  the  degree  of  pollution 
still  taking  place.  The  decline  of  the  coal  industry,  and  particularly 
the  closure  of  the  large  formerly  coal  fired  power  station  at  Bargoed 
which  occurred  during  the  course  of  the  year  also  contributed  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  improvement  in  atmospheric  conditions  in  the  area. 

The  chimney  stacks  of  this  undertaking  were  for  many  years  one  of  the 
chief  sources  of  pollution  in  the  district,  and  the  emissions  from  the 
stacks  have  been  regularly  monitored  by  the  Department  for  many  years. 

It  can  be  truthfully  said  that  the  problems  of  pollution  generally 
are  now  claiming  more  attention  than  ever,  and  rightly  so,  for  it  is  one 
of  the  major  problems  challenging  modem  Sociery,  Its  solution,  surely, 
lies  in  attitude^  and  pressures  which  can  result  only  from  education. 
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A form  of  pollution  which  has  plagued  the  minin/j  valleys  for 
decades  and  which  is  particularly  prevalent  on  the  mountain  tops  and 
other  open  spaces  in  the  Gelligaer  Area  is  the  dumping  of  household 
refuse  and  rubbish.  Of  late  years,  with  the  more  general  use  of 
the  motor  vehicle  this  practice,  formerly  confined  to  rear  lanes  and 
open  spaces  adjacent  to  dwelling  houses,  has  now  become  more  widespread, 
and  despite  the  fact  that  the  Council  has  reorganised  its  household  rofuse 
collection  system  in  an  effort  to  cope,  and  devotes  one  conrolete  day 
a week‘_almost  entirely  to  the  collection  of  bulky  household  articles 
such  as  mattresses,  perambulators,  furniture,  illicit  disposal  of  these 
articles  still  takes  place,  llaterials  of  this  nature  are  invariably 
deposited  during  the  hours  of  darkness  and  the  offenders  are  always 
most  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  trace.  It  must  surely  have 
eacaped  their  notice  that  offences  of  this  nature  are  punishable  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Litter  Act  and  that  fines  that  can  now  be  imposed 
by  the  Magistrates  may,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  as  much  as  £100, 
on  persons  convicted  of  such  offences. 

Mention  of  the  motor  vehicle  brings  to  mind  one  of  the  major  causes 
of  pollution  of  the  age,  apart  from  the  problems  of  petrol  and  diesel 
fumes  and  the  snarl-up  of  traffic  and  extreme  congestion  on  roads  - the 
ultimate  disposal  of  the  motor  vehicle  when  its  life  is  finally  at  an 
end  - one  that  causes  concern  to  Local  Authority  Officers,  It  does  not 
require  a very  vivid  imagination  to  picture  the  serious  or  even  fatal 
injuries  that  could  be  caused  to  children  playing  with  a box  of  matches 
near  an  abandoned  motor  vehicle  which  lias  had  its  petrol  cap  removed,  or 
who  can  sever  an  artery  after  being  severely  cut  on  some  rusty,  ragged, 
projecting  piece  of  metal  from  an  old  car  body.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
residents  of  this  area  have  been  very  fortunate  inasmuch  as  the  removal  of 
old  vehicles  has  been  performed  for  them  gratis  and  for  Bothing, 

Arrangements  have  been  in  existence  whereby  unwanted  motor  vehicles  are 
collected  and  removed  to  a central  dump  outside  the  Urban  District  before 
they  are  finally  disposed  of  by  consignment  to  one  of  the  large  steel 
making  plants  in  South  Wales, 

In  the  field  of  housing,  the  usual  degree  of  activity  continued  with 
gradual  but  nevertheless  distinct  change  in  emphasis.  Until  a few  years 
ago,  housing  duties  were  very  largely  confined  to  either  enforcing  and 
effecting  repairs  to  what  were  largely  sub-standard  and  worn-out 
dwellings,  or  inspections  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  and 
demolition,  and  v/hilst  the  area  is  not  entirely  free  by  a very  long  way 
of  its  sub-standard  houses,  much  work  has  been  done  in  this  direction  and 
the  one  time  very  long  list  of  such  properties  has  been  reduced  considerably. 
During  1971  > 39  dwellings  forming  the  Caeglas  estate  at  Ibehriw  were 
vacated  by  their  occupiers  the  majority  of  whom  were  owner/occupiers  and 
■vdio  had  lived  in  the  houses  all  their  lives,  as  had  their  parents  and 
grandparents  before  them,  Watin:ally  there  was  great  reluctance  and  much 
heart  burning  among  some  of  the  people  and  the  Coimcil  and  its  officers 
came  in  for  a great  deal  of  criticism  and  verbal  abuse.  They  may  console 
themselves,  hov^ever,  by  the  fact  that  opinion  has  gradually  changed  and 
the  mass  of  thinking  people  now  realise  the  march  of  progress  is  inexorable 
and  must  inevitably  cause  disruption  of  what  is  now  e.  former  way  of  life. 


Among  other  dwellings  upon  which  decisions  to  close  or  demolish 
were  taken  during  the  year  were 

5,4,  5,  Penygroesheol,  Trelewis 
49 » 50,  51  Lower  High  St.,  Bedlinog. 

1,2,5,4>  River  Row,  Leri 
Bute  Terrace,  Brithdir 
Ivy  Row,  Brithdir 
Salisbury  House,  Tirphil, 

Housing  Improvement 

Housing  improvement  generally,  which,  it  must  be  admitted  has  been 
inclined  to  lag  in  this  area,  particularly  in  the  tenanted  housing 
sector,  received  a decided  boost  in  September  of  last  year  with  the 
Government's  decision  to  increase  the  amount  of  Grant  Aid  payable  for 
houses  in  a Levelopment  Area  of  which  Gelligaer,  together  with  the 
greater  part  of  South  Wales,  forms  part.  Amount  of  Grant  Aid  now  can  be 
as  much  as  75^  the  total  cost  in  the  case  of  Ic^rovement  Grant  with 
provision  for  the  cost  of  necessary  repair  work  to  be  included,  thus 
the  applicant  need  find  only  25^0  of  the  expense  of  house  in5)rovement  - 
which  means  the  provision  of  a bathroom  with  a supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  both  to  the  bath  and  washbasin  and  kitchen  sink,  and  the  provision 
of  internal  water  closet  if  reasonably  practical. 

Many  more  applications  for  Grant  Aid  have  been  received  since  the 
increased  Siam  of  75%  Has  been  available,  so  much  so  that  a new 
Improvement  Grant  Section  has  been  set  up  by  the  Council  to  deal  with 
the  flood  of  increased  applications  received  from  residents  of  the  area. 
Since  it  has  been  announced  that  the  75%  grant  is  to  be  discontinued 
in  1974  it  is  not  sinrprising  that  applicants  wish  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  increased  financial  aid  available,  which  in  turn  has  meant  a 
severe  strain  on  the  supply  of  building  labour  locally  and  consequent 
delay  in  the  completion  of  work  required. 

During  1971  the  number  of  Improvement  Grants  paid  Isy  the  Gelligaer 
Coimcil  amoimted  to  a total  of  85  made  up  of  5 0 Discretionary  grants 
and  53  Standard  Grants.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Clerk’s  Department 

I give  below  a table  shov^ing  the  number  of  grants  paid  in  the  past 

II  years 


Y 


ear 


Discretionary  Grants 


Standard  Grants 


1961 

24 

24 

1962 

28 

19 

1965 

33 

24 

1964 

40 

26 

1965 

30 

21 

1966 

42 

80 

1967 

41 

22 

1968 

23 

49 

1969 

28 

62 

1970 

26 

57 

1971 

50 

33 
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GENERAL  D^ROTEMENT  AREAS 


Preliininaj::y  work  designed  to  have  an  affect  on  ic^roving  the 
general  environment  of  the  area  also  progressed  during  the  year,  and 
IS  continuing  at  an  accelerated  rate  at  the  time  of  preparation  of 
this  report.  These  General  In^rovement  Areas  are  intended  to 

spaces  and  greenery  in  the  form  of  tree  planting, 
ch^dr^  s playgrounds  and  ' romp  areas’,  provision  of  roadside 
^d  other  seats,  and  the  control  and  diversion  of  vehicular 
traffic  to  well  defined  roadways  which  possibly  may  mean  the 
pedes trianisation  of  some  former  roadways* 

It  is  anticipated  that  of  the  many  such  schemes  suggested  and  under 
curr^t  consideration  by  the  Council  one  at  least  will  be  operable 
in  the  very  near  future,  with  more  schemes  of  a similar  nature  to 
follow.  It  is  also  anticipated  that  these  schemes  will  make 
provision  for  the  inclusion  of  rear  lanes  to  houses  where  this 
facility  is  not  at  present  provided  for.  If  and  when  this  can  be 
done  it  will  provide  a much  appreciated  v/ant  for  the  people  concerned 
and  will  undoubtedly  contribute  to  a major  extent  to  road  safety 
by  removing  many  veliicles  that  are  now  of  necessity  parked  on  roads 
and  thus  enable  them  to  be  properly  garaged. 


HOUSING  ACTS  1957  - 1961  and 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  MISCELLAI^US 
PROVISIONS  ACT  1955 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  V,  C.  Morgan,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  for 
providing  the  follovring  information 


Number  of  houses  on  which  Demolition  Oi^ders  were  made 
Number  of  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

involving  the  whole  of  the  premises 
involving  part  of  the  premises 

Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  revoked  following 

undertakings  by  owners  accepted  by  Co'uncil 
Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Coiipulsory  Purchase 

or  Clearance  Orders 


9 

59 

59 

nil 

nil 

59 


HOtJSDTG  REPAIRS  ARD  RENT  ACT  I953 
RENT  ACT  1957 
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Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
Number  of  Certificates  granted 
Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 
Number  of  undertakings  by  owners  accepted  by  Council 
Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  refused 
Number  of  visits  made  to  premises  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 


INSPECTION  OP  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

In  company  with  the  Housing  Manager *s  staff  joint  inspections  were 
mde  by  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Department 

^ere  considered  neeessary  and  desirable  to  houses  under  the  control  of 
the  Coxmcil, 

Such  visits  are  made  as  follows 

a)  - to  dwellings  as  a direct  instruction  from  the  Council  or 

Health  and  Housing  Committee  resulting  from  con5)laints 
by  neighbours  or  interested  persons  where  the  required 
standards  of  cleanliness  are  not  being  maintained,  are  in 
danger  of  deterioration,  or  where  the  dwelling  is  in  need 
of  disinfestation  or  fumigation, 

b)  - to  dirty  or  verminous  houses,  or  houses  whose  tenants 

are  troubled  by  insect  pests  or  rats  or  mice  ; 

c)  - to  houses  which  are  abused  by  the  tenants  ; 

d)  - for  inspection  of  houses  intended  to  be  occupied  by  Council 

tenants  with^  where  necessary,  disinfection  or  disinfestation  ; 

e)  - to  dwellings  where  there  is  an  accumulation  of  refuse  or 

rubbish,  or  with  abandoned  or  what  appears  to  be  abandoned 
motor  vehicles. 
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Kmc  AND  MIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949  - 1959 


Milk  is  produced  by  45  farms  in  the  area<> 

The  major  portion  of  this  milk  is  taken  in  chums  from  whence  it 
is  collected  to  the  pasteurising  plants  which  operate  outside  the  area® 

Since  1961,  the  Licensing  Authority  for  the  retailing  of  all  grades 
of  milk  has  been  vested  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  which  for  this 
area  is  the  Glamorgan  County  Council, 

Responsibility  for  milk  sampling  also  falls  on  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council, 

Complaints,  apart  from  the  misuse  of  milk  bottles,  were  few®  There 
were  no  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of  the  milk  itself.  With  regard 
to  the  misuse  of  milk  bottles,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  greater 
variety  of  materials  used  for  food  packing  means  that  more  use  is  being 
made  of  non-returnable  containers  for  milk,  particularly  milk  supplies  to 
school  children.  It  is  not  uncommon,  particularly  on  building  sites,  to 
see  many  milk  bottle  strewn  about  the  site  and  left  there  until  they  are 
ultimately  broken,  with  consequent  danger  to  persons  employed  on  the  site 
and  to  trespassers,  and  frequent  appeals  on  a national  basis  for  the 
pron^jt  return  of  these  important  and  necessary  food  containers  are  also 
issued  by  the  Dairymen's  Association  and  the  Milk  I^Iarketing  Board, 
especially  at  holiday  periods. 

During  the  year,  four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  farmer  producers 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff  for  examination 
under  the  scheme  for  the  eradication  of  Brucellosis,  All  four  san5)les 
were  free  from  this  infection,  Sanples  will  continue  to  be  taken 
under  this  scheme  until  the  Ministry  is  completely  satisfied  that  milking 
herds  in  question  are  free  from  Brucella  Abortus, 
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VISITS  AND  HTSPECTIONS  I-IADE 


As  a result  of  Ooii^laints  received 
In  connection  with  housing  repairs 


960 

273 


VISITS  MADE  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


To  dirty  and  verminous  houses 
As  a result  of  notifiable  disease 
To  schools 

To  piggeries  and  smallholdings 
To  premises  without  a main  water  supply 
To  moveable  dwellings 
To  places  of  entertainment  and  cinemas 
To  licenced  clubs  and  premises 
To  premises  conducting  offensive  trades 
To  refuse  tips  and  ash  tips 
To  rear  lanes 

To  hairdressing  establishments 

INSPECTIONS  HADE  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
and  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


To  dairy  premises 

To  grocery  establishments 

To  cafes  and  restaurants 

To  factories  and  bakehouses 

To  butchers'  shops 

To  school  and  industrial  canteens 

To  ice-creameries 

To  licensed  premises 

To  fish  friers  and  fish  restaurants 


51 

11 

35 
71 
10 
17 
33 

113 

15 

47 

198 

36 


31 

401 

179 

152 

193 

57 

62 

115 

48 
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SCHOOL  CAl'JTEMS 


For  the  55  schools  in  the  area  there  are  21  school  kitchens,  some 
preparing  and  cooking  meals  which  are  then  conveyed  in  hygienically 
designed  insulated  containers  to  smaller  schools  where  kitchens  are 
not  provided* 

152  women  are  employed  by  the  Education  Authority  in  the  preparation 
and  cooking  of  these  school  meals,  and  a further  IO4  are  enq)loyed  in 
the  new  category  of  * meals  supeirvisory  attendants*  making  a total  of 
256  wom.en  in  this  employment.  An  average  of  5 >079  meals  daily  are 
consumed  during  the  school  year* 

Once  again,  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  quality  and  the  appetising  nature 
of  the  meals,  and  to  the  diligence  and  hard  v/ork  of  all  the  staff  concerned. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  school  now  under  construction  at 
Pontlottyn,  replacing  the  former  school  which  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
will  be  functioning  in  the  autumn  of  this  year. 
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SUPERVISIOI'r  OF  FOOD  SU?PLTT?:S 


Articles  of  food  which  are  found,  on  examination,  to  be  unfit  for 

consumption  are  dealt  with  by  incineration  on  the  shop  premisL.  or 

IS  i^ractioable,  by  collection  by  the  Council's  refuse  lorries 
and  subsequent  deep  burial  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tipSo 

Pood  found  to  be  unfit  in  I971  included  the  following 


Canned  Pruit 
and  Vegre tables 


199  lbs.  Tomato eso 
19  lbs.  Grapefruit, 
79  lbs.  Pears, 

73  IBs,  Peaches, 

37  lbs,  Pruit  Salad, 
28  lbs.  Pineapple, 

41  lbs,  Peas':>, 

Presh  Meats 

35  IbSo  Liver, 
146  IbSo  Beef, 

250  lbs.  Poultry, 

29  Ibso  Pork, 

Canned  Meats 

142  lbs.  Corned  Beef, 
132  IbSo  Ham, 

65  lbs.  Tongue  , 

173  lbs.  Bacon, 

Pish  _ 28  lbs.  Salmon, 

65  Ibso  PilchardSo 

I'liscellaneous  Poods 


41  lbs.  Soup, 

26  lbs.  Rice, 

The  total  weight  of  all 
was 


280  lbs.  Sugar, 

192  pkts.  Cake  Mix, 

foods  found  to  be  imfit 


198  lbs,  PI our, 

9 tons  Potatoes 

for  human  consumption 


10  tons  32  lbs. 


Meat  ^d  offal  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  as  well  as  lar^e 
qu^^ies  Of  bones  froM  butchers'  shops,  are  conected  twicfweiayT 

sfefff  fi+Tfr  f are  converted  into  animal  feedlngc 

Stuffs,  artificial  fertilisers,  and  other  such  products. 


ICE  CREAIu  ( IIEAT  TREATMiiNT  ) REGULATIONS  1947  and  1952 

131  premises  within  the  area  a^e  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-crean. 
These  premses  consist  of  small  parlour  type  shops,  cafes,  restaurants, 
grocers  and  even  some  licensed  premises.  I^ian^r  of  the  small  shops  operate 
sporadically  in  their  ice-cream  sales,  or  liave  in  some  instances  been 
squeezed  out  of  business  by  the  keen  competition  prevailing,  especially  in 
favourable  weather  conditions, 

11  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  under  the 
req^rements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1953.  Several  of  these  rely  on  the 
cold  mix  manufacture  where  the  complete  ice-cream  povrder  is  purchased 
ready  mixed  with  the  correct  ingredients  from  large  specialised  firms  who 
i^ket  the  powder  m sealed  containers  delivered  to  the  customers.  All  that 
^ required  is  to  a,dd  the  stated  amount  of  water  dii’ect  from  the  tap  and 
freeze  the  mixture,  after  \7hich  the  product  is  ready  for  sale.  This  has 
the  advantage  that  the  trader  caji  manufacture  the  product  more  or  less  in 
accordance  with  demand, 

Sajnples  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  examination  showed  the 
following  results 


20  samples  taken 

17  samples  showed  a satisfactory  result 
5 satples  showed  an  unsatisfactory  result. 


Samples  which  show  unsatisfactory  results  are  repeated  until  satisfactory 
rfost  ice-cream,  particularly  that  prepared  by  the  larger  fir^s,  Js 
prepacked  before  leaving  the  factory , Waen  sanpling  particular  attention  is 
paid  to  traders  retailing  loose  iinwrapped  ice-cream,  Ihny  mobile  vans, 
several  from  outside  the  areaj;.  also  retail  ice-cream.  Some  of  these  vans 
are  fitted  with  expensive  machinery  which  manufacture  ice  cream  as  required, 

V/ATER  SUPPLIES 


A piped  v;ater  supply  is  available  to  most  houses  in  the  area.  Only  a 
small  percentage  of  isolated  houses  are  unconnected  and  have  to  rely  on 
r^  water,  springs  or  stre.ams.  There  is  no  dwelling  house  dependant  on  a 
shallow  v;ell.  Complaints  of  inadequate  pressure  are  sometimes  received, 
^ese  are  referred  to  the  Water  Board.  Diiring  the  year  con5)laints  of 
tobidity  ^fecting  the  domestic  water  supply  at  some  houses  on  a large 
Council  estate  were  received.  These  complaints  at  Gelligaer  village  were 
immediately  investigated,  first  by  the  department,  then  by  the  Taf  Pechan 
Water  Board  and  the  Public  Health  Department  jointly.  Ultimately  some 
badly  corroded  and  broken  pipes  were  found  under  the  gi’ound,  and  also  some 
corTOded  stop  ends*  to  supply  pipes.  After  rectifying  these  faults  a 
continuous  series  of  samples  were  taken  over  a period,  all  of  which 
produced  satisfactory  results.  Periodical  routine  sampling  of  domestic 
supplies  is  carried  out  by  the  V/ater  Board  for  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination 


FC'OD  /ii\TD  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955  and  1960 


in  the  area  include  the  following  : 


Principal  food  retail  premises 

9 Supermarkets, 

1 1 Ice-Cream  Manufacturers 
17  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
151  Ice-Cream  Vendors, 

110  Grocei:^^:  Stores, 


57  Butchers ' shops 
64  Public  Houses  and  Clubs, 
5 Balcehouses 

25  Cafes  and  Restaurants, 


There  are  23  premises  registered  under  section  I6  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act  1955  - premises  which  are,  or  may  be,  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
potted,  pickled,  or  preseirved  food  intended  for  sale.  Such  foods 
include  products  such  as  sausages,  faggots,  meat  pies  and  pasties, 
cooked  hajns,  bravms  and  tongues o ikny  of  these  products  are  becoming 
monopolised  by  large  specialised  firms  who  distribute  their  goods 
vdiolesale  from  large  depots  at  frequent  and  regular  intervals. 

All  food  premises  are  frequently  visited  and  inspected  to  see  that  the 
requirements  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
are  adhered  to.  Host  food  traders  liave  been  supplied  with  copies  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  vdien  they  were  first  introduced.  Copies  are  still 
available  in  the  Department,  Pood  manufacturers  and  handlers  generally 
are  ready  to  co-operate  in  efforts  to  satisfy  tiieir  customers  and 
incidentally^  to  enhance  their  businesses  bjc  complying  with  local 
requirements.  In  this  vray  they  are  greatly  helped  by  the  almost 
universal  improvement  of  food  premises  today  brought  about  by  the  use  of 
laminated  plastic  materials,  glass  and  stainless  steel  used  for  fittings 
and  fixtures  whAch  reduce  to  tlie  very  minimum  the  need  for  cleaning 
and  scrubbing  in  food  premises.  Almost  every  shop,  however,  lias  a 
refrigerator  thus  allov;ing  perishable  foods  to  be  kept  longer  and  with  a 
greater  degree  of  safety.  The  main  streets  of  towns  today  are  invariably 
taken  over  by  shops  having  regional  or  national  coverage  , and  which 
consign  the  smaller  shops  to  the  back  streets o Trading  methods  are 
dra-stically  changed,  and  it  is  now  the  aim  of  the  supermarket  to 
confine  all  the  needs  of  the  housewife  under  one  roof.  Grocers  no  longer 
limit  their  sale  to  gi-oceries,  but  sell  fresh  meat,  while  butchers  also 
sell  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  as  weil  as  fresh  produce.  However, 
there  is  still  need  for  watchfulness  and  the  application  of  good  basic 
training  and  common  sense  in  efforts  to  arrive  at  and  ma,intain  high 
hygienic  standards. 

Complaints  of  contamination  or  adulteration  of  food  are  still  brought 
to  the  office,  caused  by  gross  carelessness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of 
food  liandlers,  and  among  such  instances  in  1971  were  ;- 
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a)  - a piece  of  wire  found  in  a chocolate  sponge. 

b)  - a carton  of  cheeses  found  to  be  affected  by  mould  through 

becoming  stale. 

c)  - a coclcroach  found  in  a cream  puff. 

This  case  was  referred  to  the  Glajnorgan  County  Council  as  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area,  v/ho  subsequently  instituted 
proceedings  against  the  manufacturero  At  the  Police  Court 
’nearing  which  followed  the  manufacturers  were  finded  £30  with 
£8  - 75p  costs. 

d)  - Meat  pies  stale  and  affected  by  mould  . 

e)  - a loaf  of  wrapped  bread  vrhich,  on  examination,  \ms  found  to  contain 

a piece  of  cardboard  cylinder  in  the  centre.  This  again  was 
referred  to  the  Pood  and  Drug-s  Authority  with  the  result  that  the 
defendants  were  fined  £25  with  £12o-75  P»  costs. 

f)  - a meat  pasty  which  was  purchased  from  a v/orks  canteen  at  a local 

factory,  and  \'/hich  was  found  to  contain  an  insect. 

Tliis  was  again  reftSrred  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  the 
defendants  were  fined  £10  with  £10  - 75  p.  costs. 

Much  publicity  has  lately  been  given  to  tlie  date  stamping  of  food  which  is 
the  method  employed  by  the  manufacturers  of  perishable  food.  Heat  products 
and  confectionery  are  T-nrapped  in  attractive  wrapping  wliich  bears  a code  " 
either  by  stamping  or  perforation.  The  code  indicates  to  the  makers  the 
expiry  date  after  which  the  item  should  not  be  sold.  Criticism  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  code  is  often  kept  a secret  by  the  manufacturer  from  the 
shop  keeper,  and  where  this..happens  van  men  have  been  said  to  have  eDq)loited3 
the  position  for  their  ov/n  ends  by  delivering  stale  products  wliich  have  beeir 
collected  from  larger  s’lops  and  reselling  them  to  smaller  shops.  Although 
food  vdiich  has  an  e:cpired  date  stamp  is  not  necessarily  unfit,  as  much  would! 
depend  upon  the  manner  and  temperature  at  which  it  has  been  stored,  so  much 
public  disquiet  lias  been  aroused  tliat  the  Government  lias  decided  to  set  up 
a new  enquiry  into  the  matter  of  date  marking  of  foods.  In  this  connection 
it  is  interesting  to  note  thefindings  of  the  food  Standards  Committee  v;hen 
they  last  examined  the  question  in  1984.  Tlieir  reasons  then  for  not 
recommending  a final  date  i/hen  t ie  food  should  be  consumed  are  quoted 
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this  is  an  attractive  proposition  ( io  e,  the  date,  manufacture, 
packaging  for  despatch  of  prepacked  food)  which  would,  it  is  claimed, 
enable  both  the  retailer  and  the  consumer  to  determine  quickly  and 
easily  whether  food  stuffs  are  fresh  and  fit  to  eat.  In  oui-  view, 
however,  such  a requirement  is  not  practical  since  so  much  depends 
not  on  the  date  the  product  v/as  made,  but  on  the  quality  and  fireshness 
of  the  food  from  which  it  prepared,  or  on  the  conditions  under  which 
It  \/a.s  tr^sported  or  stored.  In  certain  cases  a date  stajo^)  might 
give  pi^chasers  a sense  of  security  \/hich  is  not  justified  by  the 

under  vdiich  the  food  has  been  kept  since  manufacture.  The  Pood 
^d  Drugs  Acts  give  adequate  protection  to  anybody  \rho  considers  that 
^e  food  pm?cha.sed  is  not  of  the  nature,  substance  and  quality  demanded 
by  him  and  we  therefore  make  no  recommendation  regarding  the  date  marking 
of  prepacked  foodstuffs". 


During  the  year  several  instances  of  date  staii^D  expiry  on  foodstuffs 
were  brougnt  to  the  attention  of  grocers  ^d  grocery  branch  managers. 
These  x-^ere  always  afterv;ards  removed  from"the  shelves  and  returned 
to  their  respective  denots. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND 

CONTROL  OE  DEmOPMENT  ACT  1960 


The  Gelligaer  Area  is  very  ffirtunate  in  the  fact  that  no 
problems  arise  from  the  itinerant  type  of  caravan  dweller  and 
although  the  need  for  a permanent  caravan  site  for  the  use  of 
gypsies  has  been  considered  by  the  Council  as  provided  for  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  Act  19^8,  experience  shows  that  this 
requirement  is  not  necessary  in  the  district  as  it  is  quite  free, 
and  has  been  for  a number  of  years,  of  gypsies. 

Only  three  caravan  sites  are  licensed  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

All  of  these  are  for  one  residential  caravan  only,  and  have  been  in  use 
for  a period  of  years.  All  three  are  occupied  by  small  families 
and  are  sited  so  as  to  be  conveniently  close  to  main  water  supplies  and 
sewer  systems,  and  vath  access  to  a nearby  roadway. 

All  three  caravans  are  owner/occupied  and  are  well  maintained  by  their 
respective  owners  who  are  now  accustomed  to  their  present  mode  of 
life  and  vrould  not  care  to  change.  They  cause  no  trouble  of  any 
kind  and  go  almost  unnoticed  by  the  general  public. 


oOo. 
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OmCES,  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PIM^USES  ACT  196  5 


277  premises  axe  registered  under  the  above  Act,  the  requirements 
of  which  relate  solely  to  those  premises  where  persons  are  employed  in 
« e trade  or  business  concerned.  Self  employed  persons,  or  premises 
where  members  of  the  o\mer‘s  immediate  family  are  employed,  are  not 
required  to  be  registered. 


Details  of  some  of  the  operations  of  the  Act  are  as  follows 


Total  number  of  premises  registered 
Number  of  visits  made  to  such  premises  - 
Number  of  premises  generally  inspected 
Number  of  new  premises  registered  in  I97I  - 
Number  of  accidents  to  personnel  reported  - 
Number  of  males  enroloyed  „ 

Number  of  females  en^loyed  _ 

Total  persons  employed 


277 

521 

251 

9 

5 

701 

811 

1512 


Of  the  5 reported  accidents  reported  causing  absence  fiom  places 
of  employment  for  3 or  more  consecutive  days,  1 was  caused  by  lifting  a 
heavy  x^eight  ; 2 were  caused  by  falls  ; and  2 were  caused  by  falling 
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Exp^ience  in  the  working  of  the  Act  since  its  introduction  in  1963 
shows  the  commonest  form  of  injury  is  that  caused  to  the  back,  usually 
as  a result  of  lifting  hea,vy  weights, 

Dioring  the  course  of  inspection  of  premises  which  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  A.^  it  is  still  very  evident  that  the  in^lications  and 
importance  of  its  provisions  and  requirements  are  still  not  fully 
^tostood  by  many  employees  and  certainly  by  a great  many  employers. 
Infringements  of  the  Act  discovered  included 

a)  - failure  to  provide  and  display  an  Abstract  of  the  Act, 

b)  - insufficient  supply  of  first  aid  materials  available  ; 

c)  — misplaced  or  mislaid  thermometers  to  premises  j 

d)  - defective  ;^^ater  closet  accommodation  ; 

®)  “ inadequate  internal  tenperatures  to  premises  during  periods 
of  cold  vmather. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  I96I 

BYE-LAV;S  - HAIRBHESSERS  AM)  BARBERS 


All  barbers  and  hairdressing  establishments  in  the  area  were  supplied 
with  copies  of  the  bye-laws  relating  to  hygiene  and  cleanliness  standards 
that  must  be  provided  and  maintained  at  their  premises,  which  came  into 
force  in  19^4©  There  are  46  such  establishments  known  to  the  Department, 
some  of  them  being  conducted  in  the  front  rooms  of  private  houses,  and 
probably  more  unofficial  ones  carried  out  by  friends  and  relatives o 
Infringements  of  these  conditions  imposed  by  the  bye-laws  constitute  an 
offence  and  are  punishable  by  a fine  on  conviction, 

LICENSED  CLUBS  AND  PREI'IISES 


There  are  66  licensed  premises'  in  the  area,  made  up  of  90  licensed 
clubs  and  56  public  houses. 

Regular  visits  to  all  licensed  premises,  both  during  hours  of  business 
and  when  closed  to  the  public,  were  made©  In  past  years,  many  improvements 
and  additions  have  been  made  to  premises  of  this  nature,  more  particularly 
to  clubs o These  im.provements  apply  to  both  hygienic  and  sanitary  features, 
and  amenities  and  comforts  for  the  customer  02?  club  member  such  as  fitted 
carpets  and  floor  coverings,  laminated  plastic  topped  counters,  and  tables, 
are  provided,  and  much  more  comfortable  seating,  artificial  lighting,  and 
ventilation  provided©  Colour  television  has  also  been  installed  in  some 
licensed  premises©  Some  public  houses,  particularly  where  there  is  a 
change  of  tenancy,  tiy  to  increase  trade  by  the  sale  of  sandwiches  and  snacks 
from  rooms  formerly  not  used  for  this  purpose.  Infringements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  can,  and  sometimes  do,  occur. 

All  inspections,  especially  those  in  the  case  of  club  premises,  are 
welcomed  by  the  management,  and  the  Department  is  not  infrequently 
consulted  when  nev;  developments  or  additional  facilities  are  conteng)lated. 

Any  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  are  immediately  notified  to 
the  Brewery  company  concemed©  During  the  year  letters  sent  to  such  people 
included  the  following  :- 

a)  - to  repair  or  renew  existing  surfaces  of  counters,  or  shelves  used  for 

storage  of  glasses© 

b)  - to  repair  or  renev/  defective  and  burst  v/ater  pipes  and  flushing 

cisterns  to  sanitary  conveniences© 

c)  - requiring  the  redecoration  and  cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences, 

and  the  repair  of  defective  doors  and  fittings  to  rooms  and  cellars 
used  as  storage, 

d)  - requiring  the  provision  of  hot  water  supply  to  food  rooms© 

e)  - to  provide  and  fix  fastenings  to  doors  of  sanitary  conveniences© 
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SLAUCrPITER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  1935  and  1958 

§ persons  residing  in  the  area  are  registered  as  slaughtermen*  There  is  no 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban  Area,  and  almost  all  fresh  meat  sold  in  the 
shops  in  brought  in  from  the  other  districts  where  slaughterhouses  are  sited 
such  as  at  Haesycwramer,  Brynmawr,  Ca2?diff  and  Newport.  Meat  imported  from 
abroad  - i.e*  Canterbury  Lamb  and  Argentinian  or  Australian  beef  - is 
distributed  from  cold  stores  and  warehouses  situated  at  the  docks  in  Cardiff 
and  Newport,  distribution  being  done  by  large  motor  vehicles  which  deliver 
directly  to  retail  shops* 

Luring  I97I,  33  cottagers*  pigs  kept  by  pig  breeders  at  smallholdings 
or  allotments  were  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  ; these  were  all 
inspected  as  to  fitness  for  human  consumption  by  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors*  Slaughtering  of  such  animals  is  most  commonly  carried  out 
at  or  near  Christmas  time* 

By  arrangement  with  the  Council  of  the  Bedwas  and  Ifechen  Urban  Area, 
your  inspectors  also  carry  out  relief  work  during  holidays  or  periods  of 
illness  at  the  liaesycwmmer  Abattoir* 

PET  ANIMALS  ACTS  1937  - 1961 

Two  premises^  both  at  Bargoed,  are  registered  for  the  sale  or  for  the 
keeping  for  sale  of  pet  animals  such  as  rabbits,  guinea  pigs,  cats,  dogs 
and  budgerigars*  Both  premises  are  regularly  visited  and  no  conplaints 
arose  regarding  the  premises  or  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  during  the  year* 

COMMON  LQLGING  HOUSES 

Since  I969  when  the  only  common  lodging  house  in  the  area  was  closed, 
there  has  been  no  premises  of  this  nature  in  operation* 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS*  ACT  1955 
CIVIC  AI»IEI'IITIES  ACT  196? 


4 persons  have  been  registered  by  the  Council  as  Scrap  Metal  Dealers. 

One  of  these  is  registered  as  an  itinerant  dealer,  and  three  firms  operate 
in  the  area,  one  at  Bargoed  and  2 at  Ystrad  i^ynacho  The  Urban  Area  is, 
however,  adequately  covered  by  several  more  Joumeying  from  neaby  ±owns, 

A great  deal  of  household  refuse  and  articles  are  disposed  of  by  these 
traders,  and  one  has  only  to  visit  their  premises  to  see  the  amount  of 
discarded  materials  collected  to  realise  the  problems  of  disposal  which 
would  arise  if  these  businesses  were  not  in  operation.  As  none  of  the 
registered  persons  collect  animal  bones  or  waste  meat  products  possible 
nuisance  from  this  source  is  avoided,  and  no  complaints  were  received 
during  1971 o 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  I967  a duty  is  placed  on 
all  Local  Authorities  to  provide  places  where  refuse  other  than  that 
arising  in  the  course  of  a business  may  be  disposed  of  at  all  reasonable 
times,  and  the  Council  has  instituted  a collection  and  disposal  system 
whereby  all  bullqy  unwanted  materials  may  be  collected  by  arrangement  with 
the  Council's  Cleansing  Department.  This  service  is  still  not  vrell  knowa 
despite  notices  published  in  the  local  press  and  by  other  means  of 
publicity,  and  mountain  tops  and  other  open  spaces  are  found  littered  by 
collections  of  mattress,  furniture  and  othex’  discardedar tides,  some  in  a 
condition  to  give  offence  even  to  the  lea,st  squeamish  persons,  and  all  of  it 
offending  aesthetically.  It  is  surprising  how  the  same  dumping  spots  are 
used  time  and  again  by  people  with  articles  to  dispose  of,  articles  which  are= 
usually  in  a filthy  or  verminous  condition,  and  which  is  usually  dumped 
during  hours  of  darlmess. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  gave  increasing  pov^ers  to  Local  Authorities  for 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles.  Powers  are  also 
given  generally  to  Local  Authorities  to  remove  and  impound  vehicles  that 
appear  to  have  been  abandoned  and  to  charge  the  cost  of  removal  and  storage 
to  the  ovmer  of  the  vehicle.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  trace  the  owner 
of  every  abandoned  car.  During  1971  the  Department  was  responsible  for  the 
removal  of  48  vehicles  and,  by  putting  pressm?e  on  the  ov/ners,  responsible 
for  getting  another  I4  removed.  By  these  joint  measures,  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  genex'al  public,  it  is  hoped  that  further  spoiling  of 
many  open  spaces  can  be  prevented  and  that  the  district  can  be  kept 
reasonably  clear  of  abandoned  and  derelict  motor  vehicles. 

During  recent  years  the  Council  ]-ias  carried  out  an  extensive  programme  of 
resurfacing  all  rear  lanes  in  the  Urban  Area,  This  has  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  a very  large  extent  in  reducing  the  laxge  amount  of  dunging 
of  refuse  and  rubbish  formerly  tal^iing  place  in  these  rear  lanes.  This  will 
also,  it  is  hoped,  foster  a greater  feeling  of  civic  pride  among  the 
populace  and  contribute  substantially  to  the  cleanliness  and  visual 
improvement  of  the  area. 
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FACTORIES  « ACTS  1957  - 1961 


88  factories  of  various  types  and  size  operate  in  the  area,  and  these 
include  factories  which  are  engaged  in  light  and  heavy  engineering,  and 
which  employ  substantial  numbers  of  operatives,  and  the  ’ back-room*  type  of 
radio  and  television  dealer  which  may  be  used  only  occasionally# 

Other  factories  manufacture  car  components,  children’s  toys,  food 
containers,  and  various  miscellaneous  products.  With  the  run  down  of  the 
coal  industry  in  the  area  of  late  years,  upon  which  the  district  largely 
depended,  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Council  to  attract 
industrialists  into  the  area  so  as  to  provide  alternative  means  of 
employment,  and  some  areas  of  land  have  been  set  aside  for  this  purpose  and 
fteely  publicised  through  various  media. 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  all  factories  for  the  purpose  of  inspection 
and  enforcement  of  the  Factories'  Acts,  and  factories  within  the  district 
may  be  c5.assified  as  follows 

Factories  to  which  sections  2, 3,4, 3 >6,  and  7 on  the  Act  apply  - 86 

Factories  to  which  section  7 only  of  the  Act  applies  - 2 

Number  of  visits  made  to  factories  during  the  year  - 35I 

8 notices  were  served  during  the  year  on  owners  or  persons  responsible 
directing  attention  to  infringements  of  the  Act  or  Regulations  under  the 


Act,  viz 

a)  - requiring  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  - 2 

b)  - regarding  defects  to  sanitary  conveniences  - 2 

c)  - requiring  proper  cleaning  of  walls,  windows  and  ceilings  - 1 

d)  - requiring  redecoration  of  internal  walls  and  ceilings  - 3 


19  persons,  mainly  ^-ramen  and  old  age  pensioners  - are  enployed  as 
outv/orkers  under  the  Act  , Tlieir  v/ork  consists  of  minor  alterations 
to  clothing,  or  the  dressing  or  trimming  of  moulded  rubber  articles. 


RODENT  Airo  PEST  COI'ITROL 


Work  involved  in  the  destruction  and  eradication  of  rats  and  mice,  and 
the  general  control  of  insect  pests  both  within  and  about  houses  and 
workplaces  continued  unceasingly  during  the  year.  In  addition,  the 
bi-annual  treatments  for  rats  in  sewers,  which  was  done  with  the  full 
co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
continued.  These  twice  yearly  treatments  have  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  the  control  and  rediiction  of  the  rodent  population  in  sevrers  and 
drains.  In  the  table  shown  below  I give  further  details  of  routine  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  :- 

Inspected  Treated  Visits  made 


Dv^elling  houses 

491 

286 

582 

Business  premises 

14 

11 

115 

Refuse  tips  and  dumps 

57 

49 

111 

Rivers,  brooks  and  culverts 

95 

92 

103 

Although  there  are  occasional  scares  received,  the  rat  population 
generally  has,  by  measure  of  control,  undoubedly  been  kept  within 
reasonable  bounds.  Much  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  notification  of 
the  presence  of  rats  from  the  general  public,  and  complaints  ^e  ali-rays 
investigated  however  frivolous  they  appear  to  be, 

129  dwelling  houses  were  disinfested  after  being  affected  by  vermin. 
The  majority  of  these  were  for  bed  bugs.  This  is  a small  increase 
over  the  previous  year, 

3 factory  premises  in  the  area,  have  annual  contracts  with  the  Council 
to  keep  their  premises  free  from  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice,  and 
in  all  three  instances  regular  inspections  and  necessary  treatments 
are  carried  out,  for  which  a fixed  fee  is  charged  by  the  Council,  All 
three  firms  have  expressed  satisfaction  with  this  system  and  with  the 
service  provided, 

» 

Many  complaints  are  received  from  residents  of- scratching  sounds  and 
noises  in  their  attics,  and  not  unnaturally  ra,ts  and  mice  are  im-mediately 
suspected®  This  complaint  is  particularly  prevalent  in  the  sprdiigtime 
and  while  rats  are  frequent  visitors  to  attics  and  lofts  over  buildings, 
very  often  it  is  found  that  nesting  birds  are  the  cause  of  the  ti’oublo« 


GENERAL  ViU'JLALISM  AND  ILLICIT 
glPING  OF  REFUSE  A^ID  RTmRTSR 


gas?  ,4^ 


-randalism  in  the  form  of  broken  glass  to  bus  shelters 
battered  and  smshed  street  lights  and  road  direction  and  wai-ning  signs  as  well 
as  the  usual  extensive  damage  to  public  sanitary  conveniences,  took  pSce  durS^ 

! conDlaints  to  this  effect  were  received  from  the  gmeral 

inc^iirpd  Ts  Survp'or  reports  periodically  to  the  Council  ot  the  damage 

and  T>nhHci-+  rising  costs  involved  in  replacing  or  repairing  the  damaged  items, 
P y has  een  given  to  the  matter  by  placing  damaged  street  lighting 

t"al  preS  1“  - -11  - enlisting'thHfd  of  tte  ne^^coSls  of 

to  nedeSj  Apart  from  the  rising  costs,  and  inconvenience  and  even  danger 

+V,  public  property  can  be  carried  out  without  the  knowledge  of  members  of 

Se  ""  happening,  and  being  unawareTthe  ilSS^of 

t e culprits,  or,  where  the  information  is  known  failing  to  report  the  matter 
to  the  proper  authorities  so  that  the  culprits  may  be  bfou^hHo  book! 

ANIMAL  TRESPASS 

A further  source  of  nuisance  and  continual  complaints  arises  thromrh  thp 
constant  ani^l  trespass  that  occurs,  particular^  in  the“or!hem  !!ft  S the  area 
In  these  v^lages  fouling  of  streets,  forecourts  Ld  bus  shStoris^of tSt 
serious  nuisance  often  arises  due  to  the  soiling  and  offensivnius! 

Reports  ^e  also  received  of  dead  sheep  and  even  horses  being  found  on  the 
highway  or  ^ fields  and  other  open  spaces.  Arrangement!  ar!^df“r 

l!“rfa!feS!''®  oo-operatlon  of  the  Public  Works  Department  and  the 


Yours  faithfully, 


To  Po  Thomas 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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